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TANZANITE - TOPAZ

applled to topaz. Wh te
cheap, thereby lending

It more interesting and
treai.nent s io iffadiate
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The Tanzanlte Foundation has produced the Tanzanite

Oualitv Scale (see Appendix 5), a grading sysiern similar
to that of diamond, covering colour, c arity and cut.

The American Gem Trade Association has now
produced its own grading system based on this scale.
Other grading systems have been quoted on shopping
channe s but carry no valid ty. Prices vary considerably;
the higher the degree of vio et saturation, the greater
the value.

There are severa simulants includng synthetlc
corundum and synthetc garnet. As yet, Tanzanite itself
has not been syntheslzed.

Green Tanzanite (Phata: AIGI

Sales have dropped slnce its llrst introduction lnto
the market, Pa er stones have now been enler nq the
rnarketplace wth a cobalt coating to darken the
colour. The coat ng may show signs of wear on facet
edges.

Whlre topaz. (Photo: KW)

the white stone to give a range of blues. Depend ng on
the length of time, strength and type of radiation used,
the shade of b ue varies from Sky B uethrough Swiss B ue

to the deepest London Blue. Doubts have been expressed

for some time as to the safety of irradiated stones aad

Bussian pink topaz and dianonds, c.1870. \Pholo: \,Nl)


