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Myths&Folklore

GEMS
LegendandLore

They're beautiful, durable, and rare - just like true love.
what few people know is that those coveted acquisitions.
gemstones, have been the stuff of legends ever since thE
discovery and the tools with which the men and women
ancient times sought to explain their world without the
privilege of science. The myths associated with gemstonE
came to carry the superstitions and interests of different
cultures. To each stone, physical and psychological healil
powers were attributed. The history of gemstones, as it t
out, is a glittering rendition of the psychology of the pa~
psychology that continues to influence the choice of whc
gem to purchase today.
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Emblems of status for some, symbols of romance and sources of inspiratio:
others, gemstones occur in a variety of shapes, hues, and carats, carat bei

gemstone's pricing unit and weighing 1/5 grams. All factors being equ
larger the gemstone, the higher its price per carat. A number of

//, stones show unique light effects related not to their color n
I fJ their normal chemical makeup but caused by factors sm
.' .. / refraction, reflection and interference. These light e

I . #; _ include chatoyancy (also called eat's eye); asteris

~ / '" star-like luminous effect); opalescence (a "pee

~ appearance caused by reflection of short-Wi
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~ > "length light); and fluorescence (caused t

/'~ /, . '" metal impurities in gemstones).
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Rare fine gems come from the eartl
mostly as a result of volcanic acti

growing and forming into crysta
structures. But only a tiny frac
of these combinations of elem
display the appropriate color, .

parency and size to be gems. Tht
they conceal themselves beneath tOI

rocks in inaccessible regions all over the p
Ready to meet some of the world's most famous gems'
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